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Welcome & Office Hours 
Overview

James Spencer
BROADBAND ADMINISTRATIVE MANAGER

Office of Broadband and Digital Literacy
California Department of Technology



OFFICE HOURS OVERVIEW

Scope of Questions

1 Office Hours will allow potential applications to ask questions regarding the RFA 
process and timeline, guidelines, application components, and requirements.

2 OBDL cannot give advice or answer questions that are specific 
to individual applications.

3 OBDL will respond to questions with reference to existing 
materials, as applicable.

4 OBDL will record questions that cannot be answered live and 
respond via written Q&A, accessible via the Q&A webpage.



OFFICE HOURS OVERVIEW

CalDEP Application Period 

Overview

• Two-month open application period
• March 26 – May 30
• Online via the BB4All Portal

Notes

• Review the Grant Guidelines and RFA 
and all associated materials on the 
BB4All Portal.

• Use the Application Portal to complete 
and submit your application.

• Only applications submitted via the 
Application Portal will be accepted.

Deadline
May 30, 2025
11:59pm PDT

https://broadbandforall.cdt.ca.gov/caldep/


OFFICE HOURS OVERVIEW

Other Technical Assistance Resources

Written Resources

Written resources to assist in 
the application development 

process

Webinars & Video Content

Presentations on specific 
topics regarding the RFA and 

the application process

Partnership Coordination

Resource webpage for 
applicants to identify 

potential partners

Q&A Cycles / Page

A process to answer 
submitted questions

Office Hours

Opportunities to ask the CDT 
team generalized questions 

about the RFA and the 
application process



CalDEP Updates

Alex Banh
PRINCIPAL

Broadband Equity Partnership



CALDEP UPDATES

New TA Resource

New Technical Assistance Resources Posted!

On the Technical Assistance Resources page, the following items were added to 

summarize key information from the RFA about each Funding Track:

• CalDEP Funding Track Summary – Track 1

• CalDEP Funding Track Summary – Track 2

DRAFT – For Internal Discussion Only

https://broadbandforall.cdt.ca.gov/technical-assistance-resources/
https://broadbandforall.cdt.ca.gov/wp-content/uploads/sites/19/2025/05/23134-83-CDT25-SDEP-Funding-T1-Summary-Flyer-02.pdf
https://broadbandforall.cdt.ca.gov/wp-content/uploads/sites/19/2025/05/23134-84-CDT25-SDEP-Funding-T2-Summary-Flyer-02.pdf


CALDEP UPDATES

5/6/25 Grant Guidelines and RFA Updates 

Changes to RFA & RFA Materials are outlined below:

RFA, Section 9.2. Review Process 

To be eligible for award, applications must:
• Score above zero points on Evaluation Metrics 

related to:
o Need, Purpose and Benefits
o Strength of Applicant’s Organizational 

Capacity
• Receive a total score of at least 70 points.

o Track 1 applications for counties receiving 
the minimum allocation ($215,000) must 
receive a score of at least 60 points

Find more information in the CalDEP Grant 
Guidelines and RFA.

Allowable / Unallowable Costs and Activities

Updates to Supplies and Materials, Including 
Costs of Computing Devices

• Allowable for costs of smartphones and cell 
phones for Subgrantee or Second-tier 
Subgrantee staff use.

• Unallowable for costs of smartphones and cell 
phones for participant take-home devices.

Find more information in the Allowable / 
Unallowable Costs and Activities document.

DRAFT – For Internal Discussion Only

https://broadbandforall.cdt.ca.gov/caldep-grant-guidelines-and-request-for-applications
https://broadbandforall.cdt.ca.gov/caldep-grant-guidelines-and-request-for-applications
https://broadbandforall.cdt.ca.gov/wp-content/uploads/sites/19/2025/04/Allowable-vs-Unallowable-Costs-and-Activities-Remediated.pdf
https://broadbandforall.cdt.ca.gov/wp-content/uploads/sites/19/2025/04/Allowable-vs-Unallowable-Costs-and-Activities-Remediated.pdf


QUESTIONS

Maria Kelly
ACCESS & DEPLOYMENT ADVISOR
Office of Broadband and Digital Literacy
California Department of Technology



QUESTIONS

FAQs from OH Registration and Q&A

[Q&A Section] 4. Eligible Applicants

Are organizations allowed to submit more than one application?

Organizations may be part of multiple applications as programmatic Partners. However, Organizations serving as Lead 
Applicants are allowed to submit only one (1) application per funding Track.

Note: a Lead Applicant for Track 1 may partner with entities across multiple counties (whether the counties are contiguous 
or non-contiguous) to submit one application for multiple county funding allocations.

What are the eligibility requirements for Lead Applicants and second-tier subgrantees?

Both Lead Applicants and second-tier subgrantees for CalDEP must be located and operate in the State of California, 
have an active Unique Entity ID (UEI) number assigned by SAM.gov and an Employer Identification Number (EIN) assigned 
by the Internal Revenue Service, and belong to one of the federally defined Eligible Entity categories.

Please refer to 4. Eligible Applicants in the RFA for more information on Subgrantee eligibility requirements

https://broadbandforall.cdt.ca.gov/caldep-guidelines-and-request-for-applications/#4-Eligible-Applicants


[Q&A Section] 4. Eligible Applicants 

QUESTIONS

FAQs from OH Registration and Q&A

Do the roles of partners contributing Letters of Support and Letters of Intent need to be specified at the time the letters are 
submitted?

No. Per the RFA Section 4. Eligible Applicants Letters of Support (LOS) allow for stakeholders to express general support or 
endorsement for the application. A template can be found as part of Technical Assistance Resources here. (See a more 
detailed response on the Q&A page)

Is a for-profit organization delivering workforce development programs be eligible for CalDEP funding?

Yes. However, a for-profit workforce development program may be ineligible for CalDEP funding if it charges members of 
Covered Populations for services intended to be provided by the CalDEP award. Please see RFA Section 7.2 Funding 
Restrictions for more information. Please note this is not an exhaustive list and all applicants must align with eligibility 
requirements as detailed in RFA Section 4. Eligible Applicants.

https://broadbandforall.cdt.ca.gov/caldep-guidelines-and-request-for-applications-rfa/#4-Eligible-Applicants
https://broadbandforall.cdt.ca.gov/caldep-guidelines-and-request-for-applications-rfa/#4-Eligible-Applicants
https://broadbandforall.cdt.ca.gov/caldep-grant-guidelines-and-request-for-applications/#4-Eligible-Applicants
https://broadbandforall.cdt.ca.gov/wp-content/uploads/sites/19/2025/04/Letter-of-Intent-Template-Remediated.pdf
https://broadbandforall.cdt.ca.gov/caldep-questions-and-answers/#Eligible-Applicants


QUESTIONS

FAQs from OH Registration and Q&A
[Q&A Section] 5. Eligible Use of Funds and Program Requirements (Track 1 & Track 2)

In the Application Portal, Track 2 applicants are asked to select whether their application is proposing to serve either a 
specific Covered Population or an Outcome Area. Can applicants propose to serve both a specific Covered Population 
and an Outcome Area?

No. As noted in the RFA Section 5. Eligible Use of Funds and Program Requirements, Track 2 is designed to fund 
subgrantees focusing on targeted ecosystem development or digital equity innovation for a specific Covered 
Population or Outcome Area. In the Application Portal, applicants must select the specific Covered Population or 
Outcome Area that their application will focus on.

[Q&A Section] 7. Allocation & Award Formula (Anticipated Award Amounts & Funding Restrictions)

For Track 2, is an applicant able to request more than $1 million in funding?

No. As noted in the RFA Section 7. Allocation & Award Formula, CDT expects to award Track 2 subgrants within the 
range of $400,000 to $1,000,000.

[Q&A Section] 10. Post-Award Expectations

How frequently will reimbursements be processed?

Subgrantees may submit reimbursement requests on a quarterly basis.

https://broadbandforall.cdt.ca.gov/caldep-grant-guidelines-and-request-for-applications/#7-Allocation-Award-Formula
https://broadbandforall.cdt.ca.gov/caldep-grant-guidelines-and-request-for-applications/#5-Eligible-Use-of-Funds-and-Program-Requirements
https://apply-caldep.broadbandforall.cdt.ca.gov/submit


Questions



Closing



CLOSING

Q&A Process

1 The Q&A process allows potential applications to ask questions regarding the RFA 
process and timeline, guidelines, application components, and requirements.

2 OBDL cannot give advice or answer questions that are specific 
to individual applications.

3 OBDL will respond to questions with reference to existing materials, as applicable.

4 Answers will be posted on a rolling basis no later than May 16, 2025.



CLOSING

Summary of Resources

• CalDEP Overview 

• CalDEP Grant Guidelines & Request for Application

• CalDEP Technical Assistance Resources

• CalDEP Questions and Answers

• CalDEP Partnership Coordination Resource

• CalDEP Application Portal

Scan here to access 

CalDEP Page

https://broadbandforall.cdt.ca.gov/caldep/
https://broadbandforall.cdt.ca.gov/caldep-grant-guidelines-and-request-for-applications
https://broadbandforall.cdt.ca.gov/technical-assistance-resources/
https://broadbandforall.cdt.ca.gov/caldep-questions-and-answers/
http://broadbandforall.cdt.ca.gov/caldep-partnership-coordination-resource/
https://apply-caldep.broadbandforall.cdt.ca.gov/submit


SDEP APPROACHCLOSING

RFA Next Steps

❑ Review CalDEP webpages & TA 
resources on the BB4All portal

❑ Read the Grant Guidelines & RFA

❑ Enter info in Partnership 
Coordination Resource (optional)

❑ Review CalDEP Q&A Page

❑ Send all CalDEP questions to 
CalDEP@state.ca.gov by May 9 at 
5:00 p.m. PDT

Submit Application 
by Deadline
May 30, 2025
11:59pm PDT

http://CalDEP@state.ca.gov


Contact

Sign up:
Broadband for All Email Update

Website:
BroadbandForAll.cdt.ca.gov/CalDEP

http://BroadbandForAll.cdt.ca.gov/CalDEP
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