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WELCOME 

Amanda Lee 
Engagement & Operations Analyst 

Anh Nguyen 
Engagement & Operations Manager 
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Housekeeping 

Select Side-by-Side: Speaker Mode for the best viewing 
experience when slides are shared and visibility of the ASL 
interpreters 

Closed  Captions English  closed  captions  are available.  
Choose  “CC Show  Caption”  on  your  toolbar 

Q&A Box Discussion after each agenda item. Please add 
your questions in the Q&A Box 

Reactions Raise Hand feature or *9 if you calling into 
Zoom by phone 

Meeting recording, minutes, transcript, and presentation 
slides will be available on Broadband for All Portal. 



       

  

     

      

Meeting Norms 

• Only questions/comments on agenda items will be addressed.  

• Chat will be monitored. 

• Disruptive behaviors will not be tolerated. 

• Individuals will be removed from the meeting. 



   

Agenda

Welcome & Community Feedback 

Middle-Mile Broadband  Initiative 

CA  LifeLine  Home Broadband  Pilot  Program 

Digital  Equity  Resource Finder  

Digital  Inclusion  Partnerships 

Demo: Resource Sign-Up  Form 

Upcoming  Grant  Opportunities  

Future Meetings 



 

      

  

  

    

   

  

   

   

        

  

Community Feedback - Improvements 

How can we improve your experience of these Community of Practice meetings? 

• Issuing the recordings faster 

• Train the trainer trainings 

• High-level recap document in post highlighting important topics 

• Connect to older and people with disabilities communities 

• Grants and contract information 

• Share the municipal project affiliated with this program 

• Offer 1:1 counseling or advisors 

• Share practical resources, funding opportunities, training, and partnership information 

that rural areas can use 



          

           

           

   

         

        

       

    

 Community Feedback –  Questions 

Do you have any questions for us? 

• Besides access to the Internet, would you also address AI Literacy for communities? 

• Will you touch on workforce training needs for providers and construction employers? 

• How can this group ensure state-recognized tribes access digital equity programs 

despite lacking federal acknowledgment? 

• We would love to promote broadband in our Community, how to join? 

• What resources are available for low-income students and seniors to have access to 

computers? 

• What no-cost resources, technical assistance, or partnership opportunities are 

available for small rural organizations? 



 
 

MIDDLE-MILE  
BROADBAND INITIATIVE 

Mark Monroe 
DEPUTY DIRECTOR 
Middle-Mile  Broadband  Initiative 
California  Department  of  Technology 



Project Update 

Over  80%  of  the  
Network  Permitted 

798  additional  miles  
since  March 

50%  of  the  
Network  Constructed 

336  additional  miles 
since March 

50  Huts  in  Construction 
33  additional  huts  since  April 

Operator  Onboarded 
Skyline  Technology  Solutions  

began  providing  service  in  July 

~1,300  Miles  Operational 
Almost  800  additional  miles  
operational  since  Q2 MMAC 

First  FFA  
Service  Agreements 

First  Master  Service  
Agreements (MSA) executed 



 

  
     

Project Milestones 

COMPLETED 

1 Operator Selected and Onboarded 
Skyline Technology Solutions selected and 
active  network  operations  underway. 

2 First Service  Agreements  Executed 
Early  customer  opportunities  have  been  
converted  to  CDT  service  agreements. 

3 ~1,300  Miles Operational 
Almost  800  additional miles  operational  since  Q2  
MMAC. 

ON TRACK

4 Hut Installation  Progressing 
Hut  placement,  utility,  and  electronics  work  is  
advancing  for  operations. 

5 65%  of Network  Constructed  by  End  of  
2026 
CDT  forecasts  construction  of  approximately  
5,300  miles  by  year-end. 

6 FFA & Tribal Activation  Advancing 
Agreements  are  being  coordinated  and  executed  
to  support  tribal  connectivity  and  FFA  project  
connections. 
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FFA & MMBN Coordination 

•  Master Service 
Agreements (MSAs) executed  to  
connect  8  FFA  projects 

•  Continued discussions to 
support activation as other FFA 
projects become ready 



 

 

MMBI Tribal Partnerships 

5 Tribal Joint Builder Partnerships  

3 Hut Placements on Tribal Land  



       

      

   

 

  

      

Partnering with Tribal Nations 

In addition to the early light-up of the 

Bishop Paiute Tribe, CDT is working with 

more than 30 Tribes to develop plans to 

use MMBN: 

•  24 On-Route Tribes 

•  11 Off-Route Tribes planning to complete “build-to” 

projects 



 
 

    

CALIFORNIA  LIFELINE  
HOME BROADBAND  
PILOT  PROGRAM 

Lisa Anthony 
REGULATORY ANALYST 

California Public Utilities Commission (CPUC) 



    

  
  

        
  

 

  
 

 

 

  

  

 

 

 

  

  

 

  

 

  

CA Lifeline Home Broadband Pilot Program 

Pending Review: 1 
• Connect To Communications 

Pending Onboarding and Systems Interface Testing : 5 
• Cal Ore Telephone Co. 

• City of Ontario 

• Frontier/Verizon 

• Pinnacles Telephone Co. 

• Ponderosa Telephone Co. 

Enrolling Customers: 13 
• Bright House Network 

• Calaveras Telephone Co. 

• Cal.Net, Inc. 

• Charter Fiberlink 

• Comcast Phone of California 

• Ducor Telephone Company 

• Foresthill Telephone Co. 

• Kerman Telephone Co. 

• Ranch WiFi 

• Sierra Telephone Co. 

• Siskiyou Telephone Co. 

• Time Warner Cable 

• Volcano Telephone Co. 



  

  

    

             

Broadband Pilot Subscriber County as of 07/20/2026 

Service New Transfer Reconnect Total 

Broadband Only (66%) 12,289 2,205 14,494 

CA Lifeline Home Broadband Pilot Program 

Bundled Broadband (34%) 5,715 1,800 3 7,518 

TOTAL 18,004 4,005 3 22,012 

*New enrollments continue to drive pilot participation (82% new and 18% transfer rates)  



    

   
      

   
     

      

    

     
      

     

CA Lifeline Home Broadband Pilot Program 

Resources: 

One-page Broadband Pilot Flyer 
•  The one-page flyer was created for 

community-based organizations to 
distribute at events and increase awareness 
of the California LifeLine Home Broadband 
Pilot. 

California LifeLine Home Broadband Pilot 
Program 
•  The Home Broadband Pilot webpage offers 

information and resources in a single 
location on the California LifeLine website. 

https://www.cpuc.ca.gov/consumer-support/financial-assistance-savings-and-discounts/lifeline/pilots-and-government-partnerships/california-lifeline-home-broadband-pilot-program
https://www.cpuc.ca.gov/consumer-support/financial-assistance-savings-and-discounts/lifeline/pilots-and-government-partnerships/california-lifeline-home-broadband-pilot-program
https://www.cpuc.ca.gov/consumer-support/financial-assistance-savings-and-discounts/lifeline/pilots-and-government-partnerships/california-lifeline-home-broadband-pilot-program
https://www.cpuc.ca.gov/consumer-support/financial-assistance-savings-and-discounts/lifeline/pilots-and-government-partnerships/california-lifeline-home-broadband-pilot-program


    CA Lifeline Home Broadband Pilot Program 

Resources:  



Questions 



DIGITAL EQUITY  
RESOURCE FINDER 

Anh Nguyen 
ENGAGEMENT  &  OPERATIONS  MANAGER 

Office  of  Broadband  and  Digital  Literacy 
California  Department  of  Technology 



Digital Equity Resource Survey 

     
 

 

     
   

  

 

 

DE Resource Feedback 

Is your organization aware of the Digital 
Equity Resource Finder? 

Yes 67 

No 50 

Total 117 

Responses 

57% 

43% 
Yes 

No 

Would you like outreach materials to 
promote the Digital Equity Resource Finder 
within your community? 

Yes 94 

No 18 

Total 112 

Responses 

84% 

16% 

Yes 

No



Digital Equity Resource Survey Outreach Toolkit 



Digital Equity Resource Survey  

   

 
 

    
         

 

   
    

  
 

  

 
   

  
    

  
     

 
       

    

 

 

Digital Equity Resource Finder 

Organizations Locations 

April 2026 234 876 

July 2026 249 949 

Increase +15 +73 

New Contributors & Partnerships 

State Entities 
•  California Connect 
•  CSL - Assistive Technology Lending Program 
•  DOR – CA Assistive Technologies, Services, & Devices Supplier 

Directory 

Library Systems 
•  Anaheim Public Library 
•  Contra Costa County Library 
•  Monterey County Free Libraries 
•  Plumas County Library 
•  Richmond Public Library 
•  Simi Valley Public Library 

Nonprofit Organizations 
•  Chinese for Affirmative Action 
•  Dev / Mission 
•  Independent Living Resource Center San Francisco 
•  Nuwave Community Media 
•  Outreach and Technical Assistance Network (OTAN) 

Local Government Partnership 
•  City of San Diego (SD Access 4 All) 
•  County of Los Angeles 



Questions 



  

DIGITAL INCLUSION  
PARTNERSHIPS 

James Spencer 
BROADBAND ADMINISTRATIVE MANAGER 

Office  of  Broadband  and  Digital  Literacy 
California  Department  of  Technology 



  

Digital Navigation 
T

Digital Literacy 
Skills & Training 

Platform

Promote/Track Devices & Statewide 
D m

 

  
  

       

BB4All / SDEP Alignment 

CDT/OBDL  sought  to find no-/low-cost  partners  for  BB4All/SDEP  Goals  2  &  3.  

Promote/Track  Low-
Cost  OLowffer-sC/Suosbts idies/ 

StOrefafmerlsin/Se  uEbnsroidllimesent 

Digital Literacy Skills & 
Training  Platform 

Digital Navigation 
rTraainininingg   &&  SSeerrvviiccees s

Devices & Statewide 
Deevivcicee  Ec Ecososyysstteem 

Annual DE Survey 

Online Educational & 
Workforce  

Development  
Resources 

Collective Funding 
Action 



         

       

           

          

  BB4All / SDEP Alignment 

Goals 

Enroll  500,000  residents  in low-cost  internet  service and/or  a subsidy  program 

Provide digital literacy & AI skills  training to at least 50,000 residents  

Train 300 Digital Navigators by 2027; provide 10,000 hours of resident support  

Provide at least 30,000new or refurbished devices to low-income individuals  

Annual multimodal survey with 50,000+respondents + public dashboard on BB4All portal  

Provide 30,000 users access to online educational & workforce development resources  



 Digital Inclusion Partnerships (DIP) 

Partner Activity 

California Emerging  
Technology Fund 

• Call  center  to support  low-cost internet  enrollment 
• Digital  ID  
• Digital literacy  and digital navigation  training 
• Device access 
• Digital  equity  survey 
• Online  education and  workforce  development resources 

digitalLIFT • Digital  equity capacity-building training for community-based organizations 
• Individual  digital navigator  training 

East  Bay Broadband Consortium • School  Technology  Assessment Survey  to  identify needs and  gaps in K-12 schools 

Everyone  On • California-specific  affordable offer locator  with address-level  specificity 

Human-I-T 

• Online  artificial  intelligence training curriculum 
• Virtual digital  navigation  and tech  support 
• Free or  low-cost devices 
• Online workforce  development  resources 

Literacy  Minnesota • Asynchronous  Northstar Digital  Literacy  Training platform  to  increase digital  literacy  
skills of residents 

National  Digital  Inclusion Alliance • Digital  Inclusion Impact  Aggregator  to  track  and  measure statewide  and  local digital  
inclusion  efforts 



  Digital Inclusion Partnerships  (DIP) 

Activity Partner 

Promote/Track  Low-Cost  Offers/Subsidies/  Streamline  Enrollment 
• CETF (Enrollment  Assistance, Call  Center 

etc.)
• Everyone  On  (Affordable  Offer Locator)

Digital  Literacy  Skills &  Training Platform 
• CETF (DigitalLearn  Platform)
• Literacy  Minnesota  (Northstar  Platform)
• Human-I-T  (AI  Training)

Digital  Navigation  (DN) Training & Services 
• DigitalLIFT  (DE  Capacity  &  DN Training)
• CETF (DN and  DN Training)
• Human-I-T  (Virtual  DN &  Tech  Support)

Devices &  Statewide  Device Ecosystem • CETF (CA  Green  Tech  Initiative)
• Human-I-T  (Devices)

Digital  Equity  Data  Refinement 
• CETF (DE  Survey)
• East  Bay BB Consortium  (K-12  TA  Survey)
• NDIA  (DE  Impact  Aggregator)

Online  Educational  &  Workforce  Development  Resources • CETF (TBD) 
• Human-I-T  (Referrals)



Questions 



DEMO: DIGITAL INCLUSION 
PARTNERSHIP RESOURCE 
SIGN-UP FORM

Shawn Daugherty
PRINCIPAL

Broadband Equity Partnership



Community Feedback

Does your organization have the capacity and readiness to begin using no-cost digital 
inclusion resources (i.e. digital literacy assessment and training platform, digital 
navigator training, online educational and workforce development resources)?

Yes 66

No 8

Unsure 41

Total 115

Responders

57%

7%

36%

Yes

No

Unsure



Digital Inclusion Partnership
Resource Sign-up Form



DEMO



Questions



UPCOMING GRANT 
OPPORTUNITIES & FUTURE 
MEETINGS

Aracely Hernandez 
Digital Inclusion Manager

Anh Nguyen
Engagement & Operations Manager



Native Entities Grant Program

• Deadline: November 17, 2026 (by 11:59pm ET)

• Eligible: Tribe, Alaska Native entity, Hawaiian org., or consortium

• Funding: $250M available; Grant ranges from $500,000 and $2,500,000

• Match: 10% of matching funds

• Focus: Broadband use and adoption activities, workforce development, 

technology upgrades

Native Entities Grant Program | BroadbandUSA

https://broadbandusa.ntia.gov/funding-programs/native-entities-grant-program


Tribal Broadband Connectivity Program

• Deadline: November 17, 2026 (by 11:59pm Eastern Time)

• Eligible: Tribal Government or Organization, College or University, Consortium 

applicants and prior entities that previously received TBCP grant funds.

• Funding: $540M available for eligible applicants

• Broadband Use and Adoption Projects  $500,000 to $2,500,000

• Broadband Infrastructure Deployment  $1,000,000 to $25,000,000

• Focus: Deployment of internet infrastructure, affordability, telehealth & distance 

learning initiatives

Round Three Notice of Funding Opportunity

https://broadbandusa.ntia.gov/funding-programs/tribal-broadband-connectivity/round-three-notice-of-funding-opportunity


CPUC CA Advanced Services Fund Programs

CASF Tribal Technical 
Assistance

Deadline: October 1, 2026

• Eligible: CA Tribes with or without 
federal recognition that 
demonstrate Tribal leadership and 
Tribal Consortia.

• Focus: To pursue improved voice 
and broadband communications 
needs (ie. Market & feasibility 
studies, business plans, grant 
writing, consulting, TTA tribal staff 
hours and admin costs).

CASF 
Broadband Adoption

Account

Deadline: January 1, 2027

• Eligible: Local govt, senior centers, 
schools, libraries, nonprofits, CBOs

• Funding: $100K–$4M+ and 15% 
match

• Focus: Digital literacy & broadband 
access in community spaces, call 
centers

CASF Broadband Public
Housing Account

 

Deadline: January 1, 2027

• Eligible: Public & farmworker 
housing, mobile home parks, 
MDUs, tribal housing

• Funding: Up to 100% of wiring & 
network equipment

• Focus: Build or connect networks 
offering free broadband service

https://www.cpuc.ca.gov/industries-and-topics/internet-and-phone/california-advanced-services-fund/tribal-technical-assistance
https://www.cpuc.ca.gov/industries-and-topics/internet-and-phone/california-advanced-services-fund/tribal-technical-assistance
https://www.cpuc.ca.gov/industries-and-topics/internet-and-phone/california-advanced-services-fund/casf-adoption-account
https://www.cpuc.ca.gov/industries-and-topics/internet-and-phone/california-advanced-services-fund/casf-adoption-account
https://www.cpuc.ca.gov/industries-and-topics/internet-and-phone/california-advanced-services-fund/casf-adoption-account
https://www.cpuc.ca.gov/industries-and-topics/internet-and-phone/california-advanced-services-fund/casf-adoption-account
https://www.cpuc.ca.gov/industries-and-topics/internet-and-phone/california-advanced-services-fund/casf-public-housing-account
https://www.cpuc.ca.gov/industries-and-topics/internet-and-phone/california-advanced-services-fund/casf-public-housing-account
https://www.cpuc.ca.gov/industries-and-topics/internet-and-phone/california-advanced-services-fund/casf-public-housing-account
https://www.cpuc.ca.gov/industries-and-topics/internet-and-phone/california-advanced-services-fund/casf-public-housing-account


CPUC Digital Divide Grant Program R4

• Deadline: October 30, 2026

• Eligible: Rural and urban public schools, 501c3 non-profits

• Funding: DDGP will provide three grants for a total of $200,000

• one grant of $100,000 for rural and urban public schools

• two grants of up to $50,000 each for non-profit / CBO

• Focus: Projects may address gaps in broadband networks, affordability, access to 

personal devices and digital skills training.

Digital Divide Grant Program

https://www.cpuc.ca.gov/consumer-support/financial-assistance-savings-and-discounts/california-teleconnect-fund/digital-divide-grant-program


Anthropic Grant Program: Claude Corps

• Deadline: January 2027 (second cohort)

• Eligible: 1,000 fellows over 18+ years under 2 years of work experience, no degree 

requirement, authorized to work in the U.S.

• Funding: $150M initiative to train and deploy 1,000 young workers into 400 

nonprofits across the U.S. (Fellows will get paid $85K annually)

• Focus: The goal is to equip nonprofits with AI tools and systems while giving 

fellows hands-on AI skills that will benefit their careers.

Claude Corps / Anthropic

https://www.anthropic.com/claude-corps


Future Meeting Dates

Upcoming Community of Practice Meetings*

*Subject to Change

(Thursdays 10:30 AM - 12:00 PM)

• Thursday, August 27

• Thursday, September 24
• Thursday, October 29

• Thursday, November 19

• Thursday, December 17



THANK YOU & QUESTIONS
Website:
BroadbandForAll.cdt.ca.gov 

Contact:
broadbandforall@state.ca.gov

Sign up: 
Broadband for All Email Update

http://BroadbandForAll.cdt.ca.gov
mailto:broadbandforall@state.ca.gov
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